
Thought for the Month 
 

Putting aside all mischievous thoughts of the “Road” films with Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, and Dorothy 
Lamour, the Road to Emmaus is one of the most well-known of the post-Easter gospel stories. Two 
despondent disciples walk towards town and are joined by a “stranger” who seems amazingly 
unaware of recent events. After hearing their woes, their new companion explains what has just 
happened through the scriptures they thought they knew so well, eventually leaving them joyfully 
transformed. 
 

There are people around today that have that gift; a spiritual guide or a “soul friend”. I am fortunate 
to have one and, although ours is more of a two-way street (I hear his concerns as often as he hears 
mine) he is incredibly astute and, in his own words, “can read me like a book”! We don’t get to see 
each other very often but we pick up where we’ve left off and he has, on occasions, spiritually 
transformed me and shown me the way. 
 

If we find someone who can do that for us it is indeed a great blessing but, like those Emmaus 
disciples, we should remember that we all have a particular soul friend alongside us every day. One 
who does not judge us but listens to us, loves us, and ultimately shows us the way. His name is 
Jesus. 
 

         Barbara Priest 

Prayer for May 
 

Lord, you are the way, the truth and the life. 
Walk with us on our journey and guide us with patience and love 
that, always trusting in you, 
we may find the path that leads us home. 

        Amen.  

Vocations Sunday 
 

May 7th is Vocations Sunday and the Bishops are encouraging all of us 
to think and pray about not only our vocation but also the vocation of 
others. 
 

The following has been written by Stephen Ferns and may help in our 
thinking and praying. 
 

So what is your vocation?  You may think that you don’t have a 
vocation or that vocations are the sort of thing clergy have.  But 
if you think that, you’re wrong.  Each of us does have a vocation.  
God calls each one of us.  The question, though, is to what? 
 

First and foremost, God calls us to change: to become more Christ-like.  We are called to live 
out our lives in response to the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  That process began 
in our baptism, but it continues through prayer, through the reading of the scriptures and 
through the receiving of Holy Communion.  One of the constant themes in the New Testament 
is that lives touched by Christ were changed.  What is true for the characters of the New 
Testament is true for us.  As we encounter and respond to Christ we cannot help but be 
changed. 
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Rogation Sunday Service 
 

Sunday 21st May 
11.30am 

at Court Farm,  
Buckhorn Weston  

 

by kind invitation of the Dyke family 
 

To be followed by a  
“bring-your-own”  

picnic lunch.  
Bring a folding chair. 

 

Car parking at the farm only 
for the disabled. 

Come and join us! 

But while we are called to change, we are also called to be more deeply ourselves.  God never 
calls us to be something or someone we’re not.  God always calls us to what we are capable of 
becoming.  It may be that there are parts of us which are underdeveloped or which rarely see 
the light of day, which need to be allowed to flourish so we can be our true selves.  It may be 
that we have hidden gifts which need to be discovered or it may be that there is something 
that we have secretly always wanted to do but have not had the courage or the time to try.   

 

Whatever it may be we need to find an outlet which will allow us to feel more excited about 
life or indeed to feel more alive. 

 

St Irenaeus wrote that ‘the glory of God is a human being fully alive’.  Through the dual 
process of becoming more fully ourselves and of becoming more fully Christ-like, the will of 
God is fulfilled and the glory of God seen.  That is what Vocations Sunday is about.  You have 

one life.  For God’s sake and for your own, live it.  
 
There are many people within our benefice who have a vocation, it may be in leading services, 
visiting the housebound, playing the organ or other instruments, singing, flower arranging or many 
other ways we use our God given gifts. But have you ever thought about doing more for God? If so, 
then please talk to me and we can discern between us where God may be calling you.  
 

Please pray for all those who have a vocation that they may be enabled and empowered to fulfill 
their calling and that we all may become more Christ-like in our daily lives. 
 

May God bless you all. 
         Richard 
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