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Stour Provost and Todber Hosting 

Prayer for June 
 

Lord, you tend and nurture us, despite our mistakes and failings. 
Take those broken things to your heart 
and create with them something new, 
that we may bloom where we are planted,  
and flourish to your praise and glory.  
Amen. 

Thought for the Month 
 

I’ve been putting some new plants into the Vicarage garden and, of course, giving 
them all a good start in life with some lovely compost.  I have a friend who firmly 
believes there should be a Theology of Compost and I have been reminded of this 
in a book I’ve been reading recently. 
 

Think about it: we place all our rubbish and waste into the compost bin and let it 
recycle into this wonderful brown stuff that enriches our plants and encourages 
them to bloom.  All the rubbish we put into the compost bin are still there – the 
teabags, the veg peelings, the grass cuttings – but they have been transformed 
into something new that will encourage strong growth. 
 

And that is exactly what God will do for us if we let Him.  We can place all the 
rubbish, the failures and the disappointments of our lives into His compost bin, 
confident that He will recycle them for us.  All those broken things will still be part 
of who we are but He makes use of them, transforming them into something new 
and creative that will make us stronger.  And, through His constant love and 
nurturing, He helps us grow and develop, in the hope that the beauty He 
recognises in each of us will eventually bloom for all to see.  
 

         Barbara Priest 



A time of growth 
 

Where does the time go? A Question that we ask all the 
time but it seems the older we get the more often we ask 
it. As I write this we have already been in the vicarage for 
nearly 3 months. During the first month it rained virtually 
every day and yet since then the clouds have gone away, 
the sun has been shining on the growing grass, the 
flowers and blossom have come and in some cases gone, 
and the fields are full of crops and young animals. 
Without the care and nurture given to the land nothing would grow and flourish. It 
takes expertise, hard work and long hours to produce our food for the next year. 
We see this all around us in the yellow fields of oilseed rape to the golden ears of 
corn and the frolicking of the young cattle and sheep as they enjoy the grass under 
their feet.  
 

For the Church this can also be a time of growth. We welcome into the church a 
great number of newly baptised young children. It is also a time for the start of 
new families with the wedding season now upon us, and we hope that some newly 
arrived residents will find a church in their locality where they will find a warm 
welcome. But, as with the fields, nothing will grow without the care and attention 
of the church community. If we ask people to come and join us in worship of our 
God and yet have no foundation, no fertiliser, no care and support, then the 
church will be an arid field where fewer and fewer people will attend and offer 
praise. This then must be a time of nurture, a time to expand our knowledge and 
understanding of our faith and a time when we can expand because we have a 
firm foundation on which to grow. 
 

To this end we are now re-training our existing lay leaders of worship and indeed 
welcoming new people to this vocation. It is a time when we are deepening their 
understanding of their own faith so that they are more able to lead and welcome 
people to all of our village churches. We held a very successful Lent course with 
over thirty people attending for six weeks of teaching, discussion and fellowship. 
Later this year we hope to be offering a Bible study group based on the Psalms of 
David and plans are already in hand for an Advent course. We are preparing 
ourselves to be more secure in our faith by doing the groundwork that is needed 
for us to go into our communities with an in-depth, well prepared and stronger 
presence in the areas where we live and work to show everyone what it means to 
be a Christian.  

From the Vicar 



 
 

You may never have thought about going to a church, you may have no faith at all 
but are interested in hearing and seeing what goes on in those old buildings.  You 
may have had a faith that is long gone but wish to re-kindle a time from your youth 
that you miss. You may just be nosey and want to see what all the fuss is about. 
Whatever the reason you can be assured of a very warm welcome to any or all of 
our services, just turn up and try it. If however you feel that you just want to talk 
to someone then please give me a ring and we can fix a time to be together and I 
will try to answer your questions.  
 

Spring is a time of new growth all around us. So whatever has happened in the 
past then that is where it belongs, in the past. It is now time to look to the future 
for a time of growth. Try it and see – I hope you will not be disappointed. 
 

May God bless you all. 
 

         Richard 

From the Vicar—continued 

 
 

 

First Meeting: Monday 10th July - 7.30pm  
at the Vicarage  

Cake & Contemplation 
A monthly House Group 

 

Come and join Barbara for some prayerful 
peace at the end of the day with the short 

evening service of Compline,  
a Pause for Thought with music,  

some quiet time for prayer and reflection,  
followed by a chat over tea, coffee and that 

all-important cake! 



 

Benefice of Stour Vale  
Messy Church 

Our final session before the summer break will 

be held at 3.00pm on Sunday 9th July in 

Kington Magna Village Hall.   

Do come and join us. 
 

All pre-school and primary age children from the Benefice (not just Kington Magna) are 
warmly invited to come along with their families—so do come along and enjoy the fun.    
We are also delighted when members of the community drop in to join in and have a 

cup of tea!  There is an open invitation to all. 

STOP PRESS 
NEW - Friday Morning Prayer at the Vicarage Garden Chapel   

 

You will have read in June’s “View from 
the Vicarage” that we have been 
constructing a little garden chapel at the 
Vicarage and it is now complete!  So we 
would be delighted if you would like to 
join us for Morning Prayer each Friday 
at 8.15am from now until certainly the 
end of August.  We may even continue 
into September if we get the usual 
Indian Summer that this month can 
often bring. 
 

Obviously we hope for dry weather each week but if it does rain we can always 
decamp indoors so you won’t need your waterproofs and waders!  And, if you 
wish, we can continue indoors during the winter months. 
 

The plants are all new so it will be interesting to watch them grow as the months 
pass by.  The colour scheme has been kept to green and white for a tranquil feel, 
with white roses, campanula, viburnum, hydrangea and lilies all set to bloom.  In 
autumn we will exchange the lilies for white tulip bulbs, ready for next spring.  And 
the evergreen shrubs will provide a peaceful backdrop throughout the year. 
 

With the help of the weekly pew sheets we hope to have already begun meeting 
before you read this but do join us for a peaceful start to your Friday. 
 


