
Benefice Service 

Sunday 17th 
September10:30am 

Kington Magna 

Harvest Festival Services  
in the Stour Vale 

 
Friday 8th September   7pm  Buckhorn Weston 
Sunday 10th September  6pm  Todber 
Wednesday 27th September 5pm  East Stour 
Saturday 30th September  6:30pm Stour Provost 
Friday 6th October   6:30pm Kington Magna 
Sunday 8th October   10am West Stour 
Sunday 8th October    11am Fifehead  

      Magdalen 

 

Everyone is welcome to 

join us! 



The Baggage We Keep. 
 

At the end of July we held a communion service in the 
style of that used on Iona.  Many people have 
commented that they not only enjoyed the occasion but 
felt spiritually refreshed when they went home. This got 
me thinking about what was different and why it might 
have had an effect that differs from our weekly 
communion or church service. 
 

Many years ago our vicar in Birmingham, Canon Roy Brookstein, talked about how 
easy it is for people to walk into church and leave their problems and worries on 
the doorstep. They take part in a service, or maybe they just sit and pray. They feel 
refreshed and easier with themselves and turn to re-enter the rest of the world. 
But what do they do? They pick up their troubles on the way out and undo all the 
good that has occurred while in the building. Maybe they also pick up someone 
else’s woes as they go. Instead of feeling better after time spent with God they 
now feel even worse. This can go on and on with the cares of the world on their 
shoulders becoming a burden they are unable to relinquish. A worry that will bow 
them down, possibly taking their friends and families with them.  
 

As part of our Iona service we were all given a small 
pebble as we entered into the hall. We were asked 
to hold that stone and place all our cares and woes 
on it. As we came forward to receive communion, 
that time when we are brought closer to God 
through the sacrament, we placed our stone on the 
floor and built a cairn. We had relieved ourselves of 
the thoughts that were holding us down in our daily 
lives. However instead of taking up that stone, that 
burden, at the end of the service we left them there 

for God to take care of. 
 

In our modern world when life is taken at breakneck speed, when there is little 
time to stop and stare at the wonder and awe that is all around us, when the 
pressures of our modern world consume every waking moment, getting, spending, 
improving, consuming, we are left with no time at all to put down our cares. We 
are given no chance to leave behind those worries that are self inflicted and we are  
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From the Vicar 



 

Benefice of Stour Vale  
Messy Church 

 

Messy Church is Growing! 
 

From September we shall be moving to 

Buckhorn Weston Village Hall, where we shall be able to access 

additional play resources for the Under 4s, as well as having the usual 

activities for the slightly older children. 
 

Our next meeting will have a Harvest theme and will be held on Sunday, 

24th September from 3:00 – 4:30pm in Buckhorn Weston Village Hall. 
 

Do come and join us. 

 

seen to be flawed if we show any sign of what might, by some, be called a 
weakness.  So when you next come to church, either for a service or indeed just to 
sit in peace and quiet may I suggest that having left your worries at the door, offer 
that time of prayer to God, tell him about yourself and what are the burdens upon 
your life.  Then leave them in church at the foot of the cross.  Walk out into the 
world with your spirits lifted, your cares abandoned and give 
thanks for all the gifts you have received each and every day.  
 

The cairn was the difference to the people on that day.  It gave 
us the opportunity to leave behind what we did not need in our 
lives.  Next time you go to church try to do the same and if you 
have never been in a church before to pray then give it a try.  I 
am sure that the time you spend specifically with God will not 
be wasted and indeed may be of great use.  In this frantic world 
we all need a time of peace, a time which we can offer and give 
thanks and above all a time when we can let go and let God. 
 

May the blessing of God be with you all. 
 

       Richard 

From the Vicar—continued 



Prayer for the month 
 

Lord, we pray for all beginning a new academic year. 
May they experience your presence in the opportunities you place before them. 
May they be open to new challenges, new teachers and new 
friends. 
May they find an environment of safety and nurture. 
May they discover the joy of learning new things each day, 
and may they be inspired to become the best that they can be. 
 

       Amen 

Thought for September 
 

September sees the start of a new academic year which will be met with 
excitement by some and dread by others. There are so many pressures on both 
teachers and pupils these days that I wonder if the simple joy of learning is in 
danger of disappearing. 
 

Artist, Eddie Askew tells the story of his young granddaughter who, being a strong-
minded young lady, decided to reply to the teacher’s comments written in the 
margin of her work. To her teacher’s rebuke “You could do better than this”, 
Georgia had written “Well I didn’t understand the question”. The teacher rather 
unhelpfully wrote underneath, “Try harder”, to which Georgia responded “I’m 
doing the best I can!” 
 

And maybe that is all we can ask of anybody – to simply do the best they can. We 
are not all the same. Each of us has different gifts and talents. Some find 
schooldays a breeze whilst others have to work really hard to achieve their 
potential, and that probably continues throughout life. But God loves us for what 
we are and he doesn’t ask us to be the best, but just to be the best that we can be. 
And, he is always willing to let us begin again. 
 

         Barbara Priest 


