
A Northumbrian Eucharist 
Sunday 29th October  

at 11:30am 
 

Buckhorn Weston Village Hall 
followed by a Bring & Share lunch 

 

Do join us! 

Benefice Service 

Sunday 19th November 
10:30am 

Stour Provost 

A Service of Thanksgiving  
 

To celebrate the lives of those  
whom we love but no longer see 

 

Sunday 5th November 2017 
West Stour Church 

4pm 
 

A warm welcome awaits you. 
 

Light refreshments will be served 

afterwards. 



An Evensong  
for Remembrance 

 

at All Saints Church, Kington 
Magna 

 

Sunday 12th November  
6.30pm 

 

Everyone is very welcome 

Monday 13th November 
7:30pm at the Vicarage - All Welcome!  

Cake & Contemplation 
A monthly House Group for the Benefice 

 

Join Barbara for some prayerful peace  
at the end of the day with the  

short evening service of Compline, 
a Pause for Thought with music,  

some quiet time for prayer and reflection, 
followed by a chat over tea, coffee & cake. 

 

Armistice Day at Kington Magna  
Saturday 11th November 

 

On Saturday 11th November at 10.45am wreaths will be laid at the Kington 
Magna War Memorial to commemorate the lives lost during the two World 
Wars and in more recent conflicts where our army, navy and air force have 
been committed.  This short service will include a two minutes’ silence and 
coffee will be served in the village hall afterwards.  All are welcome. 



 Let’s keep Advent!  
It is always sad to see everyone getting so tunnel-
visioned about preparing for Christmas that this 
lovely time of quiet and meditation gets 
overlooked.  But we are shortly to enter the 
season of Advent, one of two penitential seasons 
of the church year (the other being Lent).  It is the 
beginning of the new church year with our 
lectionary of readings for each year beginning on 
Advent Sunday, which we celebrate this year with 
an Advent Carol service at Buckhorn Weston on 
December 3rd at 4.00pm.  As in Lent, the mood is thoughtful, the traditional colour 
for robes and church linen is purple and there are no flowers or decorations in 
church. 
 

It is no accident that candles also play a big part in Advent, the season falling at the 
darkest time of the year in the northern hemisphere.  The lighting of candles on an 
Advent Wreath was imported to Britain from northern Europe in the Nineteenth 
Century and is now a common practice.  Many of us have a “countdown” advent 
candle at home, but the church Advent Wreath is a little different and more 
symbolic with the circular shape depicting the eternal cycle of the seasons. 
 

The three purple and one pink advent candles each represent the Patriarchs, the 
Prophets and the Virgin Mary.  The pink candle represents John the Baptist, the 
forerunner to Jesus and therefore a glimmer of the true light to come at Christmas 
in Jesus, depicted by the white candle on Christmas Day.  The third Sunday of 
Advent (pink candle) also mirrors the fourth Sunday of Lent (Mothering Sunday) 
and on both these Sundays, when we are past the half-way mark of each 
penitential season, pink (or “rose”) robes may be worn in churches for those who 
can afford such luxuries! 
 

Most of our churches have an Advent Wreath so you will be able to journey 
through this quiet season, wherever you are in the Stour Vale.  So don’t overlook 
Advent - like Lent, it is an important time to slow down, take stock and prepare for 
the celebration to come! 
 

As part of this preparation for Christmas we embark on a course of learning that 
this year is called “Faith in the Workplace”.  We are trying something new this year 
so do think carefully about whether you may be able to attend.   Each evening, at  
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From the Vicar 



 

Stour Row village hall, will begin at 7.00pm with soup and a roll, followed by a 
pudding and tea/coffee.  This will be followed by a talk and a question and answer 
session.  
 

Week 1: 22nd November Rev. Andy Muckle who was a veterinarian 
Week 2: 29th November David Perry who was a BBC Communications Engineer 
Week 3: 6th December Rev. Preb Mike Vockins former Secretary of Worcester 

Cricket Club 
Week 4 13th December Rev. Simon Chambers who was a computer expert 
 

The evenings are free but we will ask for donations to cover the cost of the food. 
Any monies left over will be sent to “WaterAid UK” to help give clean water to 
those in developing countries who have little or nothing. 
 

May God bless you all as you prepare for the birth of Christ. 
 

       Richard 

From the Vicar—continued 

 

Stour Vale Course for Advent   
Faith in the Workplace 

 

Our advent course for 2017 takes on a new 
format.  We begin at 7.00pm with soup and a pudding.  We 

then welcome a speaker who will talk about their experience of 
faith in a workplace outside of the church, with a short question 

time to end.  

Do come and join us! 
 

 

Wed. 22nd November: Rev. Andy Muckle (Veterinary practice) 
Wed. 29th November: David Perry (BBC Communications   
       Engineer) 
Wed. 6th December: Rev. Preb. Mike Vockins (Worcs. Cricket  
         Club) 
Wed.13th December: Rev Simon Chambers (Computing) 
 

All at Stour Row Village Hall – 7:00pm 



Prayer for the month 
 

Lord, you called your disciples to come away to a lonely place and rest. 
Encourage us to find moments of quiet and stillness 
so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of this 
fleeting world, 
may find peace and renewal in your silent loving presence. 
Amen 

Thought for November  
 

 “Silence is golden, unless you have a dog – then it’s suspicious!” 
 

That was the slogan on a greetings card I saw recently 
and, being the owner of a characteristically, albeit 
elderly, mischievous terrier, I admit it made me laugh. 
But silence can be golden and that seems to be a 
message that is filtering into all walks of life.  I notice that 
the National Trust have, for a second year, been joining 
in with an initiative called “Silent Space” where, during 
the summer, participating gardens provide a space in 
which visitors are asked to switch off mobile phones and 
not talk so that they, and others, can benefit from 
spending time in a beautiful setting to reflect in silence. 
 

As a Benedictine who spends quite a lot of time in a 
monastic setting I am used to being in silence on a regular basis, but our society 
now seems to be acknowledging that perhaps we all need times when we can step 
out of the noise and bustle for a short while and just “be”.  For those not 
accustomed to it, silence can take some getting used to but, if you persevere, you 
might just find that silence – even only a little bit of it – can indeed be golden. 
 

         Barbara Priest 

 

Benefice of Stour Vale Messy 
Church 

Our next meeting will be held on  

Sunday, 5th November from 3:00 – 4:30pm in 

Buckhorn Weston Village Hall 

The theme will be ‘Saints’ and we would like to 

encourage those attending to wear something sparkly!  We also hope to 

make a start on a Messy Church banner. 

Do come and join us. 



Our Lay Worship Leaders—Part Two 
 

Continuing from last month, here is a little bit about the rest of our newly 
commissioned LWLs, this time from Stour Provost and Todber. 

 
Liz Newton 
Liz and Michael moved to Stour Row thirty years ago and have been 
part of the church and village community since then.  They now 
worship at Stour Provost where Liz is one of their churchwardens 
and their LWL. 
 
Myrtle Candy 

Myrtle is a retired farmer’s wife and has lived in Todber for fifty 
five years.  She has just completed the ten-week LWL training 
course and looks forward to leading morning prayer in St 
Andrew’s, which she is very sincere about and feels is a great 
privilege. 

 

Richard King 
Richard moved to Todber in 2001.  He is a member of St Andrew’s 
PCC and the Deanery Synod.  He enjoys singing and has sung 
Evensong with relief choirs at both Salisbury and Canterbury 
Cathedrals.  Richard will continue to lead services at Todber and, 
occasionally, at East Stour. 
 

Libby Pooley 
Libby grew up in this area but her “working life” was spent mostly 
in Shropshire and Herefordshire.  Her time is now divided between 
working part-time, keeping an eye on family members (including 
two dogs!) tackling home renovations and being a churchwarden 
at Todber, to which she now adds the role of LWL. 
 

Audrey Ralph 
Audrey moved to Stour Row in 2001 and found a warm welcome 
at St Andrew's Church Todber where she was a churchwarden for 
several years and is currently a sidesperson.  Audrey enjoys an 
active role at Todber as part of the flower guild and as the 
Electoral Roll representative.  She leads intercessions, reads the 
lessons and was pleased to be commissioned as an LWL in 2012 
allowing her to lead Morning and Evening Prayer which she will 

now continue. 
 

And that completes our Magnificent Ten!  Please remember that without them, a 
lot of our services of morning and evening prayer would not be possible, so do 

support all our LWLs in their ministries. 


