
Benefice Services 

Sunday 17th December 
10:30am—West Stour 

Sunday 21st January  
11:00am—Todber 

 

Advent & Christmas—December 2017 
in the Stour Vale 

 

Sunday 3rd   4pm  Advent Carol Service Buckhorn Weston 
 

Saturday 16th  6pm  Carol Service Stour Provost 
 

Sunday 17th  3pm  Carol Service Todber 
   6:30pm Carol Service Fifehead Magdalen 
 

Wednesday 20th  6:30pm Carol Service Kington Magna 
 

Saturday 23rd  6pm  Carol Service East Stour 
 

Sunday 24th  4pm   Christingle Service Buckhorn Weston 
   6pm  Crib Service with Carols West Stour 
   11:30pm  Midnight Mass   Buckhorn Weston 
 

Christmas Day 
 9:15am   Christmas Communion Todber 
 11am       Christmas Communion Stour Provost 
 11am  Christmas Morning Prayer  Fifehead Magdalen (Lay led) 
 11am  Christmas Morning Prayer  East Stour (Lay led) 
 11am  Christmas Morning Prayer Kington Magna (Lay led) 

Evensong for Advent 
at All Saints Church, Kington Magna 

 

Sunday 10th December 2017 
6:30pm 

 

Come and join us for a peaceful evening service 
specially devised to celebrate this beautiful season. 



Christmas is coming 
It seems rather strange writing this letter about Christmas 
when I have just finished taking a memorial service and two 
services of Remembrance.  Both events were times of sorrow 
and a sharing of grief.  November to me is a time of darkness 
and gloom.  Winter is setting in, the leaves have fallen, the 
ground is soggy, the flowers have almost gone and the 
heating has gone on at the vicarage.  Yet we are preparing for 
one of the most important times of the year.  A time when 
we think of families and friends, when gifts are exchanged and we sing of goodwill 
to all men (people), but it is also a time of trial.  For anyone who has suffered 
bereavement either at this time or indeed at any time during our lives this is a 
poignant moment when the last thought is of merriment and jollity.  All that seems 
to be in our minds is the fact that we have lost someone we have loved dearly. 
 

Jesus himself knew the loss of a friend, Lazarus, and also knew the time of pain and 
loss that we have all suffered.  But it is because of the humanness of Jesus that we 
can gain strength and support in this moment of grief.  We are not alone, we are 
not suffering on our own, there is nothing new in the feelings that we have that 
have not been felt before.  
 

So often we can become wrapped up in our sorrow that we forget those who are 
suffering in other ways at this festive time and need our care as much as anyone. 
How about the homeless who will be curled up in a shop doorway with no one to 
talk to and no sign of a hot meal, or the housebound with no family to care for 
them, or those in care where the staff at their home are at a reduced level because 
everyone wants the time off.   I am sure that you can all add to this list but what 
joy could we receive and what happiness could we give if we really tried to help 
some or all of these people at this time of Christ.  When we go to the supermarket 
for our massive shop could we perhaps get a couple of items that we donate to the 
local Foodbank.  Could we forgo one meal during Advent and send the money 
saved to a charity where it would probably feed someone for a week. 
 

Above all we need to think of our neighbours for whom this season is a time of 
sorrow.  A kindly smile, a chatty phone call, a nice letter enclosed with our 
Christmas card can say so much and will mean far more to others than it took us to 
do.  
 

Spread the light of Christ in your community this year and see what changes it may 
bring.  I am sure you will be surprised. 
 

May God bless you all during this season of Advent and Christmas and may I wish 
all of you a Blessed and happy New Year 

         Richard 

From the Vicar 



 

Stour Vale Course for Advent   
Faith in the Workplace 

 

 Our advent course for 2017 continues. We begin at 
7.00pm with soup and a pudding.  We then welcome a speaker who 
will talk about their experience of faith in a workplace outside of the 

church, with a short question time to end.  

Do come and join us! 
 

Wed. 29th November: David Perry (BBC Communications Engineer) 
Wed. 6th December: Rev. Preb. Mike Vockins (Worcs. Cricket Club) 
Wed.13th December: Rev Simon Chambers (Computing) 
 

All at Stour Row Village Hall – 7:00pm 

Stour Vale Course for Lent:  
“Soul Spark”  

 

Please make a note in your diaries that the Lent Course 
for 2018 will begin on Wednesday 21st February for 

five weeks. 
 

We will be looking at a course entitled “Soul Spark”, exploring prayer 
and spiritual growth. It is written by Nick Helm who was the Bishop’s 

advisor on spirituality in Sheffield and now works for Hereford 
Diocese. 

 

There will be both an afternoon and evening group:  
venues and further details to follow.  

Fifth Sunday Service 
A Communion for  

New Year 
 

Stour Provost Church at 10:30am 
Sunday 31st December 

 



Prayer for the New Year 
 

 

Waiting for the old year to end and waiting for the new year to begin, 
waiting to say farewell and welcome: 
farewell to all that we can leave behind, 
welcome to all that we travel toward. 
Lord, your promise to us is life in abundance 
which waits to meet us as we journey on 
with a spring in our step and hope in our hearts. 
Amen. 
 

(adapted from “Travelling with God” by Roddy Hamilton) 

Baptism 
19th November  Sophie & Pippa Mouris  Stour Provost 

       We welcome them into God’s Family 
Funeral 
17th November  Jonathan Davys   Kington Magna 

       May he rest in peace and rise in glory 

From The Registers 

Thought for the New Year 
 

 And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 
“Give me a light, that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 

And he replied: 
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God. 
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.” 

 

Part of me feels there is nothing more to say.  This famous poem by Minnie Louise 
Haskins is a well-quoted text and, perhaps, most famously used by King George VI 
in his Christmas broadcast of 1939, for obvious reasons.  It is indeed worth 
remembering as we stand at the gate of any new year and, with our world 
currently as crazy as it is, perhaps more so now than ever.  And so, as we approach 
this New Year of 2018, I offer these familiar words to you again, together with 
some others on the same theme that I discovered more recently: 
 

“Faith is putting your hand into the dark and finding it held” 
 

May you feel your hand held throughout the year ahead. 
 

         Barbara Priest 



 

Benefice of Stour Vale  
Messy Church 

 

It was lovely to see some new families 
from the wider benefice at our last 
session and we look forward to seeing 

everyone again at 3.00pm on Sunday 

10th December in Buckhorn Weston Village Hall when our 

theme will be Christmas.   
 

A week later we shall be meeting again at 3.00pm in Kington 

Magna Church to decorate the Christmas tree and have our 

Christmas party, so we hope everyone will be able to join us. 
 

For our February meeting we shall be returning to Kington Magna 
Village Hall when our theme will be Lent.  Please book the date in 

your new diaries now – 3.00pm, 11th February in Kington Magna 

Village Hall. 

Monday 11th December 2017 & 8th January 2018 
7:30pm at the Vicarage - All Welcome!  

Cake & Contemplation 
A monthly House Group for the Benefice 

 

Join Barbara for some prayerful peace  
at the end of the day with the  

short evening service of Compline, 
a Pause for Thought with music,  

some quiet time for prayer and reflection, 
followed by a chat over tea, coffee & cake. 

 



A message from Richard and Barbara…. 
Richard and Barbara wish everyone across our parishes a very happy and 
blessed Christmas. Thank you for your warm welcome to the Stour Vale and 
for your support since our arrival. Also, a particular thank you to those who 
have generously offered lifts for Richard – they have been much appreciated 
by us both. 
   God bless you all for the coming New Year. 

Knit and Natter 
Pictured are some of the Knit and 
Natter group with some of the many 
jerseys we have sent to Turi this year.  
Thanks to the generosity of the 
Benefice we are able to put £100 into 
the Turi Project's English bank account 
to go towards school uniforms. 
 
There is no meeting in December and 
our January meeting will be a Coffee Morning and Cake Sale to raise money for the 
new Cookery centre.  Keep knitting!  We will be selling a range of knitted goods as well 
as cakes and bric a brac. 
        Carol 

Turi Children's Project 
Coffee Morning and Cake 

Sale 
 

to raise funds for the new Cookery 
Centre 

 
 

Thursday 25th January 
11am – 12pm 

East Stour Village Hall 
 

Please support us by donating cakes and bric a brac, 
join us to learn more of Turi—have coffee with the knit and natter group—

buy cakes and goods. 
 

Donations of cakes and bric-a-brac to : 
Liz Newton : 01747 838481—Helen Vaughan : 01963 370628 



Cake & Contemplation 
The rather quirky title is designed to show that this home 
group is a relaxed and friendly affair but perhaps doesn’t tell 
you what actually happens!  So read on and all will be 
revealed…… 
 

Cake & Contemplation is a monthly evening gathering which I 
originally created in Herefordshire and now meets here at the 
Vicarage.  The main focus is the night office of Compline – a 
gentle little service of prayer, psalms and readings which some of you will already 
be familiar with.  It is based on the final office of the monastic day and, in many 
ways, is very similar to our services of Morning and Evening Prayer so, definitely a 
case of “if you like that, you’ll like this”! 
 

Also included is a little Pause for Thought which is usually a reflection, poem, 
reading or extract from a story on the evening’s theme and this is followed by 
some complimentary music for personal reflection, ending with a short time of 
silence and some final night prayers; about half an hour in total. Benedictine 
author Joan Chittister writes,  
 

“Compline, the night prayer of the community, was designed to do what we all 
need to do at night: recognise that what we did that day was not perfect, hope that 
the next day will be better, praise the God whose love and grace brought us 
through another day, and go to bed trusting that the God who sees our every 
action is more concerned with our motives than with our failures.” 
 

This sums it up rather beautifully and those who regularly attended Cake & 
Contemplation in Herefordshire found that, to step out of the busy world and lay 
our worries and anxieties aside for a while gave them the opportunity to absorb 
some peace and tranquillity in God’s presence.  I now offer that same little oasis to 
you. 
 

So where does the cake come in?  Well, in the tradition of Benedictine hospitality, 
tea, coffee and homemade cake are served afterwards with a chance to chat and 
share fellowship together. 
 

A lovely little group have been meeting since the summer and so you will be 
among friends if you would like to come along.  We meet on the second Monday of 
the month at the Vicarage, starting at 7.30pm.  Join us each month or dip in and 
out as commitments allow.  The date of the next meeting is always advertised in 
Octavo and on the pew sheets so look out for it there and, if you think it is 
something that would be of benefit, please do come along.  A warm welcome 
awaits! 

        Barbara 


