
 

Holy Week Services: 

come and join us on the journey! 
 

Sunday 25th March   East Stour    11:00am  
Blessing of the Palms and Reading of the Passion with Communion 
 

Monday 26th March  Kington Magna   7:30pm  
Taize Prayer 
 

Tuesday 27th March  Todber    7:30pm  
Reflections & Music on four men of Holy Week 
 

Wednesday 28th March  Fifehead (Village Hall)  7:30pm  
Compline 
 

Thursday 29th March  West Stour    7:30pm  
Maundy Thursday Communion followed by a short vigil 
 

Friday 30th March   Buckhorn Weston   10:30am  
Good Friday Service followed by Walk of Witness at 11am 
     
Friday 30th March    East Stour    10.30am 
Short Good Friday Service 
 

Friday 30th March    Stour Provost   2:00pm  
Hour at the Foot of the Cross 
 

Saturday 31st March  Buckhorn Weston   8:00pm 
Vigil Service and Lighting of the Paschal Candles followed by the first 
Communion of Easter.  

 

(Each church is asked to bring their Paschal Candle to be lit at this service and 
then taken to their own church on Easter Sunday morning.) 

 

For Easter Sunday services, please see main service rota 



Christmas has just gone and Easter is almost upon us. 
 

We have barely had time to take down the decorations,  
the season of Christmas having come to an end on 
February 2nd with the Presentation of Christ in the Temple 
(Candlemas).  Only two weeks later we entered into the 
season of Lent.  No flowers, purple robes or Lenten sack 
cloth, a time of reflection and study when we try to ready 
ourselves for Holy Week and the major celebration of 
Easter.  
 

This is a time of preparation and repentance, a time when we look inside ourselves 
and ask for forgiveness for the wrongs we have done in our lives.  It is a time to 
start again our time with Christ. 
 

In olden days it was a time when people prepared to be baptised and confirmed at 
Easter.  A time of learning and understanding, a chance to change our lives and to 
think of our neighbours rather than just ourselves.  It is a chance to do something 
good without asking for something in return.  Many people give up something they 
like for the whole of Lent, others, like myself, do something extra.  It might be 
attending a Lent Course, giving to charity at a Lent Lunch, or maybe going to an 
extra church service. 
 

We have a full programme of services for Holy Week and I hope the following 
information may help you in your decision on which ones to attend (or why not 
come to them all – I am!).  We begin with our Palm Sunday celebration at East 
Stour including the procession of palms from the lych-gate and a dramatized 
reading of the Passion.   
 

This is followed by three evening services which take on a more thoughtful 
character.  On Monday at Kington, Carol will be leading us in another gentle 
service of Taize prayer.  On Tuesday at Todber, Barbara will again be leading a 
service of reflections and music, this year on four men from the Holy Week story, 
and on Wednesday at Fifehead, Anthony will guide us through the much-loved 
night office of Compline. 
 

On Maundy Thursday we meet at West Stour for a communion service with a 
contemplative feel as we commemorate the institution of the Last Supper.  At the 
end of this service we enter a more subdued mood as we move into a short time of 
silent vigil, reflecting on Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane.  
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On Good Friday we have a short service of the Word at East Stour and a similar 
service at Buckhorn from where the Walk of Witness will then begin.  This walk 
ends at Stour Provost in the afternoon when we will observe an Hour at the Foot 
of the Cross with readings and prayer. 
 

Saturday is a day of quiet waiting but, in the evening, we join together at Buckhorn 
for the Vigil Service when we bring into church the newly lit Paschal Candle from 
the fire burning outside.  From this fresh flame, all our benefice Paschal Candles 
will be lit to take out to our parishes for Easter morning.  The service will then 
move into the First Communion of Easter, a new venture for our Benefice but one 
which makes this evening service on the most holy of nights extra special, so do 
come along if you can. 
 

A full list of services, venues and times can be found on page 3 so please do take a 
look.  Holy Week is a complete journey as we follow Christ’s footsteps from the 
hosannas of Palm Sunday towards the agony of the cross, and into the anticipation 
and joy of Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday.  Do come to whatever you feel able 
and join with us at this most important time of the church’s year. 
 

May God bless you all 
 

       Richard 

From the Vicar—continued 

Stour Vale Course for Lent:  
“Soul Spark”  

 

Our Lent Course for 2018 . 
 

We are using a course entitled “Soul Spark”, 
exploring prayer and spiritual growth. It is written 

by Nick Helm who was the Bishop’s advisor on 
spirituality in Sheffield.  

 

If you would still like to join us,  please book with Richard: 
01747 838494 or richard@allegro.co.uk 

 

Times & Venues: 
7th, 14th & 21st March: East Stour Village Hall – 2:30pm 
    The Vicarage – 7:30pm  



Prayer for the month 
 
 

For a leaf unfurling, a flower bud opening,  
a ripple in the water, a reflection in a puddle,  
the frost on a window, the sun glinting on snow, 
 a raindrop balancing, the bark of the trees,  
the patterns in the clouds, the colours of the sunset,  
the twinkle of a smile,  
and all the myriad other glimpses of your glory; 
we thank you Lord. 
Amen 

Thought for March 
 

I have been enjoying a little project recently.  It 
is something I’ve been meaning to do for a while 
and, although not really envisaged as a Lent 
activity, it has proved quite thought-provoking. 
As many of you will know, one of my hobbies is 
photography and, after reading a book called 
“Spirituality in Photography” by Philip Richter, I 
have been gathering photos I have taken which 
fit this title.  They aren’t necessarily to do with church or religion – just images that 
have that peaceful, spiritual quality. My project has been to make a photo book of 
these images with suitable quotations accompanying them.  I have chosen the 
psalms for my quotes so the finished result will be a personal illustrated psalter of 
a kind. 
 

Photography of this kind encourages looking at things more deeply – having “a 
seeing eye”, as artists call it.  This means not just looking at beautiful landscapes, 
but also noticing the smaller details; a flower bud, some leaves on the ground, a 
detail of stonework or, sometimes best of all, people when they don’t know you 
are taking their photo!  One of my favourite images taken last year is shown 
above; a couple and their dog sitting at the lakeside of Sherborne Castle - a picture 
of tranquillity indeed. 
 

So, as well as the personal examination that goes with Lent, why not try a closer 
look at the world around us too.  I guarantee you’ll see something that will take 
your breath away! 
         Barbara Priest 



Baptisms 
21st January   Lily-Mae Popes   Stour Provost 
       We welcome her into God’s family 

Funerals & Memorial Services: 
31st January   Teresa Ramsey-Parsons Kington Magna/Buckhorn Weston 
19th & 20th February  Kerri Ingram  Yeovil Crematorium & Kington Magna 
27th February  Ray Crew     Poole Crematorium 
      May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

From The Registers 

 

You are warmly invited to our  
Services for 

Mothering Sunday 
 

Sunday 11th March  
Buckhorn Weston – 10:30am  

Kington Magna – 11:00am 
 

Do join us in either church for a special service of praise 
for all the family with refreshments afterwards. 

 

Palm Sunday Benefice Service 
With the blessing of palms and dramatized reading  

of the Passion Gospel 
 

Sunday 25th March  - 11:00am 
East Stour Church 

 

Do come and join us  
as we begin our Holy Week journey 



Monday 12th March 
7:30pm at the Vicarage - All Welcome!  

Cake & Contemplation 
A Monthly House Group for the Benefice 

 

Join Barbara for some prayerful peace  
at the end of the day with the  

short evening service of Compline, 
a Pause for Thought with music,  

some quiet time for prayer and reflection. 
Followed by a chat over tea, coffee & cake. 

 

Benefice of Stour Vale  
Messy Church 

 

Our next session is on Palm Sunday, 25th 

March, at 3pm when our theme will be 

Easter. Activities will include: Making Easter gardens, 

Easter cards, Decorating eggs and making an Easter tree for 

Kington Church. 

Do come and join us. 
 

The date of the Whitsun session will be confirmed in the next copy of 

Octavo.  

Don’t forget the clocks go 
forward on the 25th March! 



View from the Vicarage  
 

Hello everyone.  I’ve finally managed to get onto this pooter 
thing and write to you all as Mum is very busy with college 
work at the moment.  I’m thrilled as I used to write about dog 
friendly gardens for Mum’s flower clubs’ magazine back in 
Herefordshire and have really missed being a published 
Westie.  Not many dogs can use the pooter you know, but 
Mum asked if I had got anything useful to say about 
something called “Lent” so I said yes, of course I had.  
 

You may have to bear with me ‘cos I’m very elderly now (like 
all magazine columnists, my photo was taken years ago to 
make me look good!) and the vet has come up with all sorts of posh phrases that Mum 
says mean I’m going a bit do-lally.  But what she doesn’t realise is that, when I’m off in 
one of my little trances, I am really contemplating very deeply. So I know a lot more 
about this sort of stuff than she thinks!  
 

Now, I believe that the season of Lent is partly about discipline which I have to confess 
I’m not very good at. So I looked in a book Mum bought me ages ago called “The 
Gospel for Dogs” and I found this: “There are times when God gives us the “sit” and 
“stay” commands, and times when it’s “come” or “leave”. Acting on the call we hear 
takes lots of practice and self-discipline” 
 

So I suppose it’s the same for you.  Listening out for God’s call and acting on it is very 
important but we are all so busy that we don’t always remember to listen.  I know 
when I am eating my food I am far too busy to hear anything else, and as for “stay”? 
Forget it!  
 

I also find leaving a nice bit of moss in the garden very difficult when it would make a 
tasty snack between meals.  Mum gets cross with me when I’ve eaten it before she 
has had a chance to say “leave” but I know Mum loves me anyway and she will still 
look after me, even when my tummy gets upset. 
 

Maybe that’s how God looks after us too.  He still loves us, even when we could have 
behaved better, but it is up to us to realise that we have got things wrong.  If we are 
really sorry (and I certainly am when my Mum is giving me her Paddington Hard Stare 
while she is mopping up the kitchen floor!), then God will forgive us, just like my Mum 
(eventually).  But we need to try really hard to be good and do what God wants us to 
do because, like my Mum, He has our interests and welfare at heart and wants us to 
be the best that we can be.  As my Mum is always saying to me, “you know it makes 
sense”. 
 

So, be attentive and listen out for God’s voice, like the way the treats tin being opened 
can be heard from the bottom of the garden, and try to act on His call, even if there is 
something much more interesting to do.  Because as my book, “The Gospel for Dogs”, 
says: “When you catch sight of God in the distance, run flat out towards Him, single-
minded and expectant, for you are His and He is yours.” 

        Love Bertie 


