Vigil Service & First
Communion of Easter
on
Saturday
March – 8:00pm
Buckhorn Weston Church
31st

Come and join us for this very special night when our
Paschal candles are lit from the new fire and we celebrate
the risen Christ!

An Evensong
for Easter
All Saints, Kington Magna
Sunday 8th April - 6:30pm
Come and join us as we celebrate this most important
season of the year in an atmosphere of peace and
reflection

Our April Benefice Service
will be held at

at Buckhorn Weston
Sunday 15th April : 11am
Come and join us as we worship together!

A Lay Minister’s Musings
Easter Hope
Rejoice – we have now entered the season of Spring with flowers and trees
starting to bloom and bud, with a hope (with luck) of some warm weather and
sunshine, with bird-song resonating from the trees and fields, and, for the
Christian, with the wonder and hope of Easter. It is the latter which is universal
because for those living south of the equator Easter arrives with autumn. How
fortunate we are to be able to celebrate this festival when Nature itself seems to
be celebrating with us.
For all who live in our part of the world this is a time of hope – hope for better
weather, hope for warmth for arthritic joints, and hope to be able to enjoy walks
and picnics in the countryside.
But for the Christian there is to be offered a further dimension which we can
accept or push aside. On the latter I read some sad, but honest, words in Church
Times recently…..
Jon was brought up as a church-goer, but after confirmation, as a teenager, he
began to lose interest – peer-pressure being largely to blame. As a thinking adult
he cannot get to grips with Christian belief or faith. He writes: “I want to focus on
what I can see, not what I can’t. Religion is an excuse not to think, especially when
it comes to ‘Why didn’t God intervene?’ after some tragedy.” He goes on to say he
finds the Church very repressive and negative (i.e. unloving) relating to LGBT
rights.
How sad that Jon, and I am sure many, many, others have had their childhood faith
shattered.
May we rejoice in the Christian hope that was born on that first Easter Day.
Nature reminds us that the coldness and austerity of winter is past; there is
promise of better weather as spring heralds summer. Easter reminds us that after
the tragedy and despair of Good Friday God did not desert his Son, nor will he
desert us, and that in Jesus we are assured of eternal life in a way we cannot
possibly imagine. That is the HOPE OF EASTER.
As we open and enjoy our Easter eggs (the simplest example of new birth and a
new creation) the Risen Christ invites each of us to celebrate the hope and
assurance that in time “the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of
his glory and grace”. May we pass this hope on to all we meet.
I wish you all a blessed and hope-filled Easter.
Anthony.

Thought for April
A film that His Reverence and I enjoy is “The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel” and, each
time we watch it, we smile at Sonny’s shining optimism in his philosophy that
“Everything will be alright in the end and if it is not alright, then it is not yet the
end”.
Once again we have been following the events of Holy Week and Easter. On Good
Friday the hopes of the disciples were seemingly dashed as Jesus was led away to a
most horrific death. Three years had ended in disaster and those followers must
have wondered what it had all been for as they locked themselves in their room,
despairing at what might have been.
If only Sonny had been there to tell them “Everything will be alright in the end and
if it is not alright, then it is not yet the end”. For Good Friday was not the end. All
they had to do was wait patiently while, somewhere in a secluded tomb, miracles
were happening. In those early hours of Easter morning, Peter and John would see
a tomb empty but for a few linen cloths and Mary would meet a gardener who
would curiously know her name. They would discover that everything would be
alright in the end, and that, in fact, this end was only the beginning. They would
find that this sunrise of wonder had brought them something greater than they
could have ever imagined and “alleluia” would indeed be their song. Happy Easter!

Barbara Priest

Prayer for the month
“I thank you, Lord, for most this amazing day:
for the leaping greenly spirits of trees,
and a blue true dream of sky;
and for everything which is natural,
which is infinite,
which is yes”
e.e.cummings

From The Registers
Baptisms
11th March
25th March

Dottie Brenda Fitzpatrick
East Stour
Charles Edwin Paul Rutter
Buckhorn Weston
We welcome them into God’s family
Funerals & Memorial Services:
1st March
Audrey Hatcher
East Stour
20th March
Graham Keen
West Stour
May they rest in peace and rise in glory

Cake & Contemplation
A Monthly House Group for the Benefice
Join Barbara for some prayerful peace
at the end of the day with the
short evening service of Compline,
a Pause for Thought with music,
some quiet time for prayer and reflection,
all followed by a chat over tea, coffee & cake.

Monday 9th April
7:30pm at the Vicarage - All Welcome!

Fifth Sunday
Service of Communion
at West Stour Church
Sunday 29th April : 11am
The service will highlight our Lent Course theme of prayer
(Please note, there will be no lunch after the service due to the
small size of the village hall, but please do stay for tea & coffee!)

Message from Rev Richard
May I say a big thank you to everyone who has worked so hard to make Holy Week
such a special occasion once again. I hope those who attended our packed and
varied programme of services through the week found them meaningful.
Barbara and I would like to wish you all a very happy and blessed Easter.

Important message from the Editor
New email address for Octavo
In preparation for the changes to the Data Protection rules that take effect in May,
I have created a dedicated email address for Octavo contributors and advertisers. I
will be in touch with all my regular contributors shortly, but the new address is up
and running so you can start using it straight away—it is:

octavoeditorsvb@gmail.com

What do the changes to the Data Protection
rules mean for the Benefice?
The changes in the rules are intended to make it clearer for all of us what data
(information about us) is being stored and why—and when we give consent for
data to be stored it should also be much clearer what it will be used for.
What does this mean for the Benefice? Well the main thing you will notice is that
very soon you will be asked to fill out new ‘Consent’ forms so that the Parishes and
the Benefice can send you information that is useful/relevant. You will be able to
indicate if there are things you don’t want to know about as well as the things you
do want to be told are happening—e.g. Lent Courses, confirmation classes and so
on. This will cover both ‘paper’ and ‘electronic’ (computer) held information, and
includes addresses and email addresses, dates of birth and all the usual sorts of
information that is used as part of running the Parishes and the Benefice.
The rules the individual Parishes and the Benefice as a whole will have to abide by
can seem like ‘a hammer to crack a nut’ (as we were observing at the training
course!), but it is about making sure that your data is being ‘used lawfully, fairly
and transparently’. So please bear with your Church Wardens and Rev Richard as
they set about the task of making sure both Parishes and Benefice are compliant
with the new way of working with your personal information.
So, when in the coming weeks your designated ‘data controller’ - the appropriate
Church Warden or nominated other - asks you to fill out the Consent Form, smile
sweetly and remember we’re just keeping your data safe! And hopefully anyone
else who holds data about you will be getting in touch to do the same.

