
Cake & Contemplation 
A monthly House Group for the Benefice 

 

Join Barbara for some prayerful peace 
at the end of the day with the evening 

service of Compline, a Pause for Thought 
with music, some silent time for prayer 

and reflection,  
all followed (for those who wish to) by a 

chat over tea, coffee and cake. 
 

Next gathering: 
 

Monday 14th May 
7:30pm at the Vicarage – All Welcome! 

 

Our May Benefice Service 
 

celebrates  
 

Rogationtide & Pentecost 
at 

Middle Farm, Fifehead Magdalen 
(with kind permission of the Trevor Family) 

 

Sunday 20th May – 11:00am 
 

Come and join us as we worship 
together. Please bring a packed lunch 

and a chair! 



From the Vicar 
 Elections 

Matthias (May 14th) 
 

If you’re saying to yourself, ‘Who?’ you’ll be in good 
company.  May 14th is the feast day of St Matthias the 
Apostle, and in describing him thus we have said just 
about all there is to know about him.  He gets just one 
mention in the Bible, in the first chapter of Acts, 
immediately prior to the day of Pentecost, where it tells 
us that he was elected to take the place in the ranks of 
the twelve apostles recently vacated by the betrayer Judas Iscariot.  
 

When it was necessary to fill the vacancy among the apostles it would be natural 
to turn to someone who had followed Jesus from earlier years, as well as being a 
witness of the resurrection.  Two names were suggested and prayed over.  Then 
the apostles cast lots.  Matthias was one of the seventy disciples sent out by Jesus 
(Luke 10:1) and so the lot fell on him. 
 

Casting lots to fill vacancies on committees or councils would seem to us a bizarre 
and risky practice, and it may be, as the great Victorian preacher Campbell Morgan 
suggested, that the eleven acted in haste.  Be that as it may, Matthias was elected, 
and for us he can stand for all those excellent, consistent, reliable and faithful 
servants of Christ who never make a headline.   
 

The same could also be said about those who are standing in the Local Elections. 
They are hopefully servants of the people and are individuals who want to make a 
difference.  But like Matthias they are seldom to be heard of and frequently work 
in the background.  We hope that they are offering themselves for selection as 
people of integrity, excellent character and are reliable and faithful people  
prepared to live an honest and upright life in the public view.  All too often our 
politicians seem to be self-centred and seeking a position of power to feather their 
own nest and yet these are the same people who can have a great affect on our 
lives.  We pray that in the case of all who are elected this May, they are  individuals 
of great strength who will live up to the ideals that they propose in their 
manifestos.  This is not an easy role to live up to and we offer our prayers for all 
those who assume a position of power that they may always remember they are in 
a role which is that of a servant. 
 

Continued ...  



 

Benefice of Stour Vale  
Messy Church 

 

The next session will be on Sunday 

10th June – 3.00pm in KM Village Hall.   
 

The theme will be ‘Following Jesus’ 
 

Do come and join us. 

Funerals : 
12th April  Audrey Lockhart   Kington Magna 
      May she rest in peace and rise in glory 

From The Registers 

Knit and Natter 
 
There will be no meeting in May but we will meet as 
usual on Thursday 24th June.  
        Carol 

From the Vicar—continued 
This year is the centenary of votes for women and we must honour their efforts by 
using that vote when we have the chance.  Look carefully and, unlike the Apostles, 
we must be seen to not vote in haste but to think carefully about whom we want 
as our councillors for the next few years.  
 

So let’s salute Matthias on his day - the “replacement Apostle” just as we salute all 
who are standing for election this May and wish them well in their chosen field. 
 

May the Lord be with you all. 
 

       Richard 



Prayer for the month 
 

Lord, you paint pictures of beauty all around us. 
Shield us from being too busy to see them; 
too distracted by demands and deadlines, 
too focused on technology and screens. 
Lift our eyes to see you  
in the awe and wonder of the remarkable ordinary, 
and guide us to moments when we can stand and stare 
at the simple miracles you lay before us 
and know that you are with us in them all. 
Amen. 

Thought for May 
 

“Wake me early, Mother dear, for I am to be Queen of the May”.  In my childhood, 
those are the words with which my Mum would always greet me on 1st May!  It’s 
one of those silly family sayings that remains with me, such as ““It’s snowing,” said 
Harold Hare””, which my Dad picked up from one of our story books and always 
called out if it began to snow.  I still use that one myself if it starts snowing and I 
wonder if our young people today will have such sayings to treasure as they grow 
into a world which has become a less simple and uncluttered place.  Are such 
glories of the garden and nature being usurped by the computer and tablet?  
 

A beautiful book was published last year called “The Lost Words”.  It came into 
being following the decision to remove fifty nature words from the Oxford Junior 
Dictionary to make way for computer-based terms such as “broadband” and 
“chatroom”.  Robert Macfarlane was so concerned by this that he and Jackie 
Morris attempted, in poems and illustrations, to rescue the “rich landscape of wild 
imagination and wild play” which they believe is fading from children’s lives.  
Dandelion, Kingfisher, Bramble and Otter are among those lost words and I 
wonder if, in this fast modern life, we are all in danger of failing to notice the 
glories around us.  As I look up from my computer, the grass bank in front of the 
vicarage is covered with celandines and the hedge is full of garden birds, darting in 
and out, collecting nesting materials – surely a more wondrous sight than anything 
on screen. 
 

W.H. Davies wrote the poem “What is this life if, full of care, we have no time to 
stand and stare”.  I doubt he was thinking of staring at a computer screen and so 
perhaps we ought to take heed and ensure that both we and especially our young 
people look up from those electronic devices and see the awe and wonder of the 
natural world around them. 
 

         Barbara Priest 



Walk of Witness Good Friday 2018 

It was a little (!) damp, but the walk-
ers were smiling when they set out 
from Buckhorn Weston and impres-
sively were still smiling when they 

arrived at West Stour—well done all! 


