
A Benefice Service of 
Reflection  

for Remembrance  
 

Saturday 10th November 
7:00pm at East Stour Church 

 

 

A quiet service of Poems, Music, Prayers & Hymns  
to commemorate the anniversary of the end of World War One, 

including a short Act of Remembrance. 
 

Do come and join us for this gentle act of worship  
which will give us an opportunity to ponder and reflect. 

Benefice Memorial Service 
 

West Stour Church 4:00pm on November 4th 
To remember all who have died and gone before us.  

 

A chance to share with others the loss of a loved one and to 
remember them in prayer. Tea and coffee will be provided 

afterwards. 

Benefice Remembrance Service 
11th November 

10:00am — Kington Magna Church  
 

followed by the laying of wreaths and the 
two minutes silence at the war memorial 

at 11:00am.  
 

Tea and coffee will be provided afterwards 
in the village hall. 



REMEMBRANCE DAY 
The centenary of the First World War Armistice 
will be marked with a Benefice-wide service at 
Kington Magna church at 10am on Sunday 11th 
November, led by Reverend Richard Priest, with 
lessons read by ex-service personnel and the 
names of those commemorated in each of the 
eight parishes will be read out.  
 

The church has been especially decorated with 30 
‘Doves of Peace’ suspended from lights. They are 
paper doves made by children attending Messy 
Church, who also each wrote a prayer for peace.  
 

Wreaths will also be laid on the commemorative plaque on which are inscribed 
the names of 11 men from the parish that died in WW1 – and the two in WW2. 
 

Following the service in the church there will be a Remembrance ceremony at the 
Kington Magna War Memorial: all are invited from the Benefice.  At 11am, there 
will be a two-minute silence.  Wreaths will be laid on behalf of The Royal British 
Legion (RBL, Nick Chavasse); The Royal Armoured Corp (Jeremy Mains) and Royal 
Navy (Theo Moore/Bernard de Salis).  
 

A limited number of RBL wooden crosses are available from poppy sellers and the 
Village Hall, which may be inscribed with names and placed at the memorial after 
the service - Andrew Pringle will place one bearing the names of five soldiers lost 
in his command in Ireland, and the 67 members of ‘The Rifles’ lost in Iraq and 
Afghanistan since. In this way the ceremony will include all those lost in the 
service of their country. 
 

A specially themed tea will be available in the Village Hall following the service, 
consisting of potato cakes and cheese, bloater paste sandwiches and WW1-style 
cakes.  Tea, coffee and wine will also be on offer, and a RBL collecting box will be 
available for donations.  
 

Door-to-door poppy sales will start after 27th October. Sellers include David 
Hustwayte (1 Chapel Hill); Richard Hoare (Green Lane Farmhouse); Rob Wylie 
(Garden Cottage, Church Hill); Nick Chavasse (South Street) and Henrietta Davys 
(Nyland).  There will be a supply of other Poppy Appeal Products in the Village 
Club.  
 

Richard Hoare 



From the Vicar 
 Why go to Church?  

Christianity: what’s it all about. 
 

A parishioner gave me a little booklet the other day and I 
thought it would be nice to share what it contained, so here is 
a much shortened version that might give you food-for-
thought. 
 

What’s the world like?  The world is beautifully designed, we have day and night, 
seasons, warmth and cold and such a variety of food that we can eat different 
things each and every day.  It is a planet of great beauty.  There are mountains and 
lakes, green fields, woods and rivers and such incredible sights with marvellous 
sunsets.  But it can also be a frightening place with storms, drought, fire and flood 
and it is these forces of nature that we need to treat with care.  As a member of an 
RNLI lifeboat crew said “the sea is very powerful and if you once forget that it will 
bite you back” 
 

What are people like?  We are all capable of great achievements and inventions, 
including space travel, computers and phones and medical science and surgery. 
We can create beautiful music, books and paintings and hopefully loving 
relationships. But we are also capable of creating pollution, war and human 
disaster, murder and robbery along with cruelty and abuse. 
 

Who is Jesus?  We as Christians believe that Jesus is “God in human form”.  He was 
a teacher and healer, and is a model of how we should lead our lives.  By his death 
and resurrection he has opened to us a special way in which we can return from 
our sins to be known and loved by God. 
 

What does God want from us?  To recognise him as our Creator and to love and 
honour him. He asks us to be truly sorry for the wrongs we have done as 
individuals and collectively and to ask for his forgiveness.  We need to try to follow 
his commandments and follow the teachings of Jesus about loving and caring for 
one another in all we do. 
 

What do Christians do?  They believe, behave and belong.  They believe in God as 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  They behave and try to live a life that is pleasing to 
God, always remembering that we are human and may not always be successful. 
They belong to a church where we meet together to give him thanks and praise for 
the great gifts that he has given us and do our best for those in the world who 
have little or nothing.        

Continued... 



From the Vicar—continued 
 

So what can you do now?  You could take the plunge and come to church.  You will 
always be welcome at any of our services and do not worry that you will not know 
what to do. Each service has a booklet with all the words and when to stand and 
sit.  
 

You too might want to belong and be part of a Christian community.  Give it a try. 
 

God bless you all 
 

       Richard 

 

Cake & Contemplation 
A monthly House Group for the Benefice 

 

Join Barbara for some prayerful peace 
at the end of the day with the evening service of 
Compline, a Pause for Thought with music, some 

silent time for prayer and reflection,  
all followed (for those who wish to) by a chat over 

tea, coffee and cake. 
 

Next gathering: 
 

Monday 12th November 
7:30pm at the Vicarage – All Welcome! 

 

Our  Benefice Service 
will be held at 

Buckhorn Weston Church 
 

 Sunday 18th November – 11:00am 
Come and join us as we worship together.   



Prayer for the month 
 

Lord, we thank you for the animals that share our lives. 
The animals that teach us love, loyalty, sincerity and devotion. 
The animals that depend on us for commitment and care. 
The animals that fill our homes with companionship and joy. 
The animals that break our hearts because we love them so much. 
The animals that mirror your love and devotion for us: 
our Lord - our trusting and trustworthy companion  
who walks with us all our days, 
Amen. 

P.S.  Bertie slipped away peacefully in my arms on the evening of 2nd October after a 
short and sudden illness.  For fifteen years he was a beloved part of our family, a true 
little character, a one off.  But perhaps most of all, as a kind person said to me on 
hearing the news, “he was a friend to everyone – he was a shining example to us all”.  

Sleep well little man.      Barbara 

A Thought for Bertie 
2nd June 2003 – 2nd October 2018  

 

“There is a story of a bridge connecting heaven 
and earth called Rainbow Bridge.   
 

Just this side of Rainbow Bridge there is a land of 
meadows, hills and valleys with lush, green grass 
and when our beloved pets die, this is where they 
go.  There is always food and water and warm 
spring weather.  The old and frail animals are 
young again and those who were maimed are 
made whole again.  They play with each other all day but one thing is missing.  
They are not with their special person who loved them on earth.  But one day one 
pet suddenly stops playing and looks up.  The nose twitches, the ears are up, the 
eyes are staring.  And this one suddenly runs from the group.  
 

You have been seen and when you and your special friend meet, you take him in 
your arms and embrace.  Your face is kissed again and again and again, and you 
look once more into the eyes of your beloved pet.  Then you cross Rainbow Bridge 
into heaven together, never to be separated again.”       
(https://www.rainbowsbridge.com/Poem.htm) 
 

And don’t anybody dare tell me there is no such place as Rainbow Bridge!  
 

         Barbara Priest 



 A Service of Compline  
 for St Andrew’s Day 

 

Friday 30th November 

at 7:00pm 
 

St Andrew’s Church, Todber 

Everyone is very welcome 

Advent Course 
2:30pm each week at Fifehead Village Hall 

 

A service of Communion with a talk relating to 
Advent on the following dates: 28th November, 

5th and 12th December.  
 

This will be a said service giving us time to reflect and 
discuss the importance of this penitential season. 

Advent Carols 
 

Sunday December 2nd at 4:00pm  
at Buckhorn Weston Church. 

 

"From Darkness to light"  
A chance to help prepare us for Christmas with some lovely 

Advent readings and carols followed by tea and coffee. 



View from the Vicarage  
  

November is the month of remembrance and particularly 
this year, as we mark the centenary of the end of the First 
World War. Those soldiers who survived the trenches are 
with us no longer, but there will be many families who have 
mementos to treasure and stories to share.  
 

Our main service of remembrance is on Sunday 11th 
November in Kington Magna where the traditional 
ceremonial commemoration will take place. But, in this WW1 
centenary year, I felt that some of us may also like to share in 
a quieter, more thoughtful service of reflection and, to that 
end, I invite you to join us in East Stour Church at 7pm on Saturday 10th November for 
just that – a gentle service where we will reflect on the legacy of that 1914-18 conflict. 
(see advert on page 3 ) Bible reading, poems, music, hymns and prayers will offer an 
opportunity to ponder in God’s presence on the experiences of those men and 
women, perhaps asking ourselves if we would be as brave? 
 

As I said above, many families have mementos to treasure and stories to share. Next 
year will be the 80th anniversary of the start of World War Two and, because there are 
still people with us who remember those times, the memories will be even more 
plentiful. Sadly, my father is no longer with us but his story of the war is wrapped up in 
a small object that most people would dismiss. It’s a carved cigarette holder which, in 
truth, is quite an ugly object with a rather scary face, and I remember being frightened 
of it when I was a child. But I now look on it with nothing but pride because my Dad 
made it while he was in a Russian prison camp between 1939 and 1941. Being Polish, 
my father was caught up in the very reason the Second World War began: the invasion 
of his native country. As the Germans came in from the south, the Russians invaded 
from the north and my father was one of the thousands of men taken to a camp, 
where he remained until Russia changed sides and joined the Allies. The cigarette 
holder, which he carved in the camp, bears the name of the camp and the date he 
arrived. But he obviously kept adding to it because it also includes the date he was 
released in 1941 to re-join the army, and a “lightning flash”; the symbol of the radio 
operator, which was his army job throughout the rest of the war. So, in a rather 
unusual way, it provides a history of my father’s personal wartime experience. 
 

I imagine that most of you will have similar stories and keepsakes that reflect your 
own family history and they are so important to retain and keep alive. For without 
them, future generations may not remember and that must never happen. My hope 
that our young people will remember was strengthened when I discovered a poem by 
a schoolgirl in Sherborne Abbey last November. It shows maturity beyond teenage 
years and touched me and my friend, who was staying with us for the weekend, 
greatly. If you would like to hear it, come along on Saturday 10th November when 
it will be taking pride of place as we join together in peace to remember. 
 

        Love Barbara 


