
The Benefice Service 
will be held on 

 

Sunday 17th February11:00am 
At East Stour 

 

Come and join us as we worship together.   

Prayer Hour 
To enable us to pray for the 

outcomes of the Benefice Away 
Day we are going to hold a prayer 

time at the Vicarage. 
 

Tuesdays: 12th February & 12th 
March 

 

2:00pm for an hour followed by 
coffee/tea and cake. 

 

If we are to enable our churches to 
move forward in the name of God 

we must do so in prayer so do come and join in. 

Ash Wednesday Service 
With Imposition of Ashes 

 

Wednesday 6th March   
West Stour Church 7:30pm 

 

Everyone welcome as we begin Lent together. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pilgrim is a series of eight courses to teach us all about the Christian faith.  For Lent 
this year we are going to look at Book 1 called Turning to Christ.  This is not only 
aimed at those who already profess a faith, but also for those who wish to know 
more about the Christian life. 
 

We begin on Wednesday 27th February with a meeting at 2:00pm in East Stour 
village hall and this will be repeated in the evening at 7:30pm at the vicarage.  On 
March 6th we join together for an Ash Wednesday communion and the imposition 
of ashes at West Stour Church at 7:30pm: the traditional start to the season of 
Lent.  For the next five weeks we follow the Pilgrim course on the following dates: 
March 13th, March 20th, March 27th, April 3rd and April 10th.  
 

Life is a journey.  It begins when you’re born.  It ends when you die.  You don’t 
need to be a Christian to know this.  But as we get older we do know that there is 
probably more road behind us than ahead of us. 
 

So what difference does being a Christian make?  Well, the journey of life that 
ends in death becomes a holy pilgrimage that ends in life.  Christians believe that 
in Jesus, God has walked the earth before us, and that with Jesus as our 
companion and guide we can travel through life differently.  Come and join us as 
we try to find some answers to the meaning of life.  (Of course those of us at a 
certain age will know that the answer is 42.) 
 

May God bless you all at this time of reflection and preparation as we wait for the 
time of the death and resurrection of Our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 

       Richard 
 

[Further details  of the Lent Course on the next page.] 

From the Vicar 



 

 
 

February 27th  - Do you turn to Christ? 
March 6th   - Ash Wednesday Communion  
    (West Stour 7:30pm) 
March 13th  - Do you believe and trust in God the  
    father? 
March 20th  - Do you believe in His Son, Jesus Christ? 
March 27th  - Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
April 3rd  - Do you repent of your sins? 
April 10th  - Do you renounce evil? 

 

This course is open to everyone so please do come and join us but do 
let me know if you are attending so that I can order the correct 

number of books.  
richard@allegro.co.uk—01747 838494. Books will cost £5 each 

The 
Vicarage 
7:30pm 

East Stour 
2pm 

 

Cake & Contemplation 
A monthly House Group for the Benefice 

 

Join Barbara for some prayerful peace 
at the end of the day with the evening service of 
Compline, a Pause for Thought with music, some 

silent time for prayer and reflection,  
all followed (for those who wish to) by a chat over 

tea, coffee and cake. 
 

Next gathering: 
 

Monday 11th February 
7:30pm at the Vicarage – All Welcome! 

mailto:richard@allegro.co.uk


A Thought for February 
 

“God hugs you. You are encircled by the arms of the mystery of God” 
        (Hildegard of Bingen) 
 

February begins with the grandly-named feast of the presentation of Christ in the 
temple, when Mary and Joseph bring the baby Jesus to the temple to carry out 
their age-old customs.  There, the elderly Simeon immediately recognises the child 
as the Messiah and is full of praise to God for allowing him to see, at last, what he 
has longed for.  It is a beautiful story (Luke 2: 22-40) but the phrase that always 
warms my heart comes in verse 28: “Simeon took him in his arms”. For a brief 
moment in what will become Jesus’ turbulent life, there is this lovely picture of 
warmth, security and love.  
 

When things are not going well or we feel sad for any reason, there is nothing 
quite like a hug from someone whom we know cares about us.  So, even as a small 
child, what must Jesus have felt, being taken into Simeon’s arms and held as if he 
was the greatest treasure on earth (which, of course, he was)?  I wonder if this 
isn’t a signpost of God’s feelings for us too - of his desire to take us in his arms, 
comfort us, keep us safe and secure, and treasure us. How wonderful a hug is 
that?! 
 

         Barbara Priest 

Prayer for the month 
 

Loving Father God, 
you created us in love. 
May we know ourselves loved by you and, 
whatever challenges may face us, 
may we always be aware of your presence 
surrounding and enfolding us 
in the warmth and safety of your arms. 
Amen. 



 

Benefice of Stour Vale Messy Church 
Sunday 3rd February—3:00pm in KM Village Hall  

 

The theme will be New Beginnings/Lent. 
We look forward to welcoming youngsters and 

their families.  Do come and join us. 

Knit and Natter 
Our next Knit and Natter meeting is Thursday 28th February, 
from 11:30am, at Fifehead village hall.  Thanks to everyone 
who contributed and supported the Turi Children's Project 
coffee morning last month.   Carol 

Hello from Sweep! 
This pooter lark is good fun isn’t it, although Great Uncle 
Bertie left me full instructions on how to use it!  Anyway, I 
have now been inducted as the new Vicarage dog and I am 
getting my new Mum and Dad trained quite nicely. From 
what I hear of Great Uncle Bertie I have big paws to fill but 
Mum says I am doing very well, which I think means I 
already have her exactly where I want her.  I call that a 
result! 
      Love Sweep 

STOUR VALE WALKERS 

Our next monthly walk will be from Stour Row on Saturday 23rd 
February, starting at 10am and returning by 12:30pm; the 

distance is about 5 miles.  Details on our web site  
http://www.stourvalewalkers.uk/. 

 

Is 5 miles too long? You might like to join a friendly shorter walk in Gillingham on 
Tuesday afternoon or Shaftesbury on Wednesday morning.  Contact me if you are 

interested. 
Martin 

stours.footpaths@gmail.com or 07816-498544 

http://www.stourvalewalkers.uk/
mailto:stours.footpaths@gmail.com


Books for Lent  
 

Lent starts at the beginning of March so why not get ahead in 
choosing your reading for 2019 with these recommendations.  I 
could have mentioned many more but our lovely Editor would 
be cross with me for using up too much space so here are just 
my current top of the pops!  
 

Albert Holtz OSB - Pilgrim Road 
I recommended his Advent book and this volume for Lent is 
equally good.  Based on the travels of Fr. Albert in a sabbatical 
year from his monastery.  Each location provides a reflection on 
a seasonal theme and it is a lovely book from a wonderful storyteller. 
 

Stephen Cottrell – The Things He Said 
This is part of a trilogy with “The Things he Did” and “The Things he Carried”.  I 
enjoyed all of them but this was the one, focusing more on Easter and beyond, 
that struck me most.  The reflections are very imaginative and it makes a lovely 
post-Easter read. 
 

Ian Adams – Wilderness Taunts 
Again, I mentioned Ian Adams’ Advent book and this is his Lenten offering.  It is a 
tad more challenging, as the season of Lent is meant to be, but I found much to 
ponder and encourage. Very short reflections so ideal at the beginning of each day. 
 

Janet Morley – The Heart’s Time 
This is a real favourite in recent years. In fact I re-read it last Lent and got even 
more out of it second time around! The book offers a poem a day followed by 
Janet Morley’s explanation of the poem’s meaning and its relevance to the chosen 
Lenten themes. My copy has pencil ticks all over it marking poems that have really 
made an impact and if, like me, you enjoy poetry, this book comes highly 
recommended! 
 

Michael Mayne – Dust that dreams of glory 
A selection of Lenten sermons from the lovely former Dean of Westminster Abbey. 
He is a wonderfully compassionate writer and finds light in the darkest of places. 
Anything by him is highly recommended, including this and the accompanying 
Easter volume, “Alleluia is our song”. 
 

John Pritchard – The Journey 
If you like something that is a little more imaginative, try this one.  Looking through 
the eyes of the disciple John, this book follows the journey of Jesus as he sets his 
face towards Jerusalem. An interesting and thought-provoking vision of what it 
might have been like to travel with Jesus in those last weeks. 
 

 Happy Reading! 

   Barbara 


